
Summer 2013

Upcoming
events...

First Step Graduation 
August 16 

Ride for The Arc  
September 7

Third Annual Golf Outing  
September 23 at Penn Oaks 
Golf Club. For more informa-
tion and to register, visit 
www.arcofchestercounty.org/
special-events

West Chester Rotary Chili 
Cook Off
October 13 - Come taste The 
Arc’s delicious chili!

Holiday Shopping Event at 
The Arc
November  

What’s 
inside...

l President's Message

l Annual Legislative 
       Breakfast Held  
 
l CES Partners with 
       Mars Drinks

l Ride for The Arc

l Annual Meeting and   
       Awards Ceremony

l Invest in The Arc

l Executive Director’s 
       Message

l New Preschool 
       Program Announced

Delicious food, proud walkers, funny 
clowns, toe-tapping music, smiling faces and 
abundant sunshine added up to a wonderful 
day!  Over 250 people attended the annual 
Walk and Fun Day which raised over $17,000 to 
support The Arc’s programs and services.  New 
this year was vendor tables under the main 
tent.  We welcomed Tempo Music Therapy, 
Concord Counseling Center, Chester County 
Down Syndrome Interest Group, Erin Clemens 
and Rejoicing Spirits to our event to share their 
services and materials with our attendees.  

Next year brings the exciting addition of a 5K 
run to this event!  Stay tuned for more details…

Around
News of The Arc of Chester County

The Arc

Arc Achievement Walk and 
Fun Day 

Our amazing volunteers, who helped the day go off 
without a hitch!

Executive Director, Jeanne Meikrantz (3rd from left) wel-
comed (from left to right)  teacher Debbie Landers, Aidan 
Mc Guire (front), Michael Brun, and Karen Hayes.

Members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority team, one of 
our corporate sponsors.

Members of “Team Joshua” who raised over $6000 in walk 
sponsor donations. Wow!

Thank You to Our Sponsors
•  WSFS
•  CTDI
•  Forever Home Rescue
•  Alpha Kappa Alpha           
    Sorority

•  Epic Health Services
•  Animas
• Summit Container 
    Corporation



organizations. The Arc is fortunate to have found this com-
munity-minded corporate partner.   Mars Drinks believes that 
office environments should help diverse individuals engage 
with one another and have a better life at work. By offering the 
Mars Drinks Single Serve system, companies encourage worker 
productivity and engagement by providing a place to con-
nect, educate, motivate, and debate. Find Mars Drinks online at 
www.marsdrinks.com.

Carol Huyett gives all the credit to the dedicated workers 
who made the project a success.  High praise goes to the job 
coaches who were instrumental in training and supporting the 
workers:  Donata Dell’Olio, Judith Friede, Regina Lee, Debbie 
McGowan, Gary McKimmey, Nick Raftas, Kristi Russell and Ron 
Russell; as well as to their partners at Mars, Christina Smalarz 
and David Nguyen. 
 
 

Message from the President - Jessica Straghan 
Dear Friends,
As the newly elected President 

of the Board of Directors of The 
Arc of Chester County, I am 
proud to follow in the footsteps 
of Tom Beckett, who has an 
impressive record of accomplish-
ment which will be hard to live 
up to!  I am excited to take on 
this leadership role and eagerly 

anticipate the next year of growth and achievement for The 
Arc.  My involvement over the past seven years has inspired 
me with a strong desire to do more for this organization that 
has a proud history of supporting and empowering individuals 
with disabilities throughout their lives.  Attending the First Step 
graduation has always been a highlight of my experience here.  
If you have never attended, I strongly encourage you to go this 
year. Mark August 16th at 10:00 am on your calendar to share 
in this annual special occasion.  It’s a moving testament to the 

hard work, courage and dedication of both the graduates and 
their families, and our talented early intervention staff, who 
create opportunities for each of these youngsters to shine in 
their own way.

I am looking forward to working with our Board of Direc-
tors, both newly elected and experienced members.  This is an 
accomplished group of civic volunteers, drawn from the local 
community, who give their time and expertise to help The Arc 
continue its tradition of excellence as a premier provider of 
programs and services to individuals with disabilities and their 
families.  Under their leadership and direction, I am confident 
that 2013-2014 will be a year of growth and success for The Arc 
of Chester County. 

    Sincerely,

    Jessica Straghan   
    President

Annual Legislative Breakfast Held 
The Arc of Chester 

County was host to over 
100 guests and legislators 
at its Annual Legislative 
Breakfast on Friday, May 
3, 2013.  Members and 
supporters of The Arc and 
legislators came together 
for the opportunity to 
discuss current issues af-
fecting the community of 
people with intellectual 
disabilities.  Guests enjoyed 
a breakfast buffet, with 
presentations by Maureen 
Cronin, Executive Director 
of The Arc of Pennsylvania;  
Jeanne Meikrantz, Execu-
tive Director of The Arc of 
Chester County; Christifer 
Dunne and Evan Grimmer, 
First Step early interven-
tion students; Aaron Ross, 
self advocate; Paul, Jackie 
and John Welle, family; and 
Cary Baskin, parent.  Each 
speaker presented a varied 
perspective of the multi-

CES Partners with Mars Drinks 
When Christina Smalarz, 

Supply Chain Logistics Manager 
at Mars Drinks in West Ches-
ter, was given an assignment 
to find a group of temporary 
workers to add parts to 3500 
coffeemakers, it didn’t take 
her long to reach out to Carol 
Huyett, Director of  The Arc of 
Chester County’s Comprehen-
sive Employment Services.   “I 

discovered that Kodak had a longstanding partnership with 
The Arc of Monroe County in New York.  I wanted to find a lo-
cal community partner and once I met with Carol and the job 
coaches, I knew they would be a great resource for this proj-
ect,” explained Christina.

The project was an overwhelming success for both groups!  
23 CES consumers were chosen to participate in the project.  
Given a goal of completing 90 pieces per day, they were quick-
ly meeting and then surpassing that goal.  They astonished 
other Mars employees by doubling the expected output to 181 
coffeemakers per day!  Their work ethic and motivational level 
were inspiring.

“This partnership was a win-win from the beginning,” 
explained Carol Huyett.  “There have been so many benefits to 
it.  The employees hired through CES learned many of the skills 
involved in holding a full-time job:  getting to work on time, 
working as a team and becoming productive employees.  Their 
socialization skills just flourished.  The permanent employees 
at Mars had been asked to welcome the workers from The Arc, 
but at first they didn’t even realize the clients were there, be-
cause they fit in so well.  It was wonderful to see how well they 
integrated into the workplace.  They were able to earn money 
at this temporary assignment, while continuing to look for 
permanent employment and gain meaningful experience and 
valid references to put on their resumes.”

This project is just the beginning, as there is great potential 
for further collaboration and partnership between the two 

Cary Baskin

Self Advocate Aaron Ross, son of 
board member Dr. Marie Lewis. Senator Andrew Dinniman greets parent Andy Ludwig.        

faceted challenges that living with a disability represents, in 
addition to sharing hard-won systemic and individual progress 
and accomplishments. If you haven’t seen the video of Chris-
tifer and Evan’s speeches, please visit our Facebook page, at 
www.facebook.com/arcofchestercounty.  It’s not to be missed!

Ride for The Arc
On Saturday, September 7, an exciting new event will debut 

at The Arc!  “Ride for The Arc” is the brainchild of Tom Jones 
of The Arc’s transportation staff, an avid motorcyclist, who 
wanted to share his commitment to The Arc with fellow mo-
torcyclists.  A ride is planned which will begin at 10:00 am at 
The Arc, head toward the Motorcycle Outpost in Cochranville 
for coffee and snacks and return to The Arc, where a barbecue 
lunch will be served at 3:00 pm.  Not a rider?  Not a problem – 
cars are welcome to follow along!  The fee to participate is $25 
per person and all proceeds benefit the programs and services 
of The Arc of Chester County.  To register, visit the special 
events page on our website at www.arcofchestercounty.org.



“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 
what we give.” - Winston Churchill.

Truer words are hard to find, and The Arc is fortunate 
that we have so many volunteers, supporters and com-
munity partners who give generously of their time, 
energy and resources to make our work possible.  In this 
issue, you will read about the exciting new partnership 
between Comprehensive Employment Services and Mars 
Electronics, a successful bridge into the working world 
for 23 of our clients. Our Autism program for two-year-
olds (ABBLES) has been given a classroom at the United 
Sports Training Center, in a space that affords more room, 
windows and the opportunity to play outside.   

Our volunteers are another crucial source of support.  
We had close to 40 volunteers for the Arc Achievement 
Walk and Fun Day, an impressive turnout!  These dedi-
cated people, many of whom serve on our board and 
various committees, carried and set up tables and chairs, 
handed out water bottles, monitored the moon bounce 
and much more.  We can’t thank them enough for help-
ing make this event such a success.

June marked the installation of our new board members 
and officers, leaders from our local community who give 
freely of their time and talents for the good of The Arc.  I 
feel confident that The Arc is in the best hands possible, 
and we are strategically positioned for another successful 
year as we continue to empower individuals with disabili-
ties and their families to enhance the quality of their lives.

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Meikrantz 
Executive Director

Invest in The Arc
Every gift matters.

Our 2012-13 Milestones campaign raised over $77,000 
this year!  Funds generated from Milestones are directed 
toward making our programs and services models of 
excellence. 

•  Undesignated Gifts are spent where the need is 
the greatest.  This type of gift gives us the most flexibility 
in allocation of funds and allows us to use your gift to 
address immediate needs.

•  Restricted Gifts can endow a specific program 
with designated funds.  If you have a personal connec-
tion to a specific program or service, this is one way you 
can ensure your gift goes directly to benefit that area.  

•  Planned Gifts are gifts that offer creative ways 
of supporting The Arc after your lifetime.  This is a way 
to ensure an enduring legacy for our organization, our 
mission and those we serve.  It can take the form of pro-
viding for The Arc in your will, naming us the beneficiary 
for a life insurance policy or retirement plan, giving to us 
through an IRA rollover or a variety of other financial in-
struments.  We would be happy to discuss these options 
with you or you may want to talk them over with your 
attorney or investment advisor.

Have you already included The Arc in your 
estate planning?  Please let us know so we can 
recognize your gift.

The Arc of Chester County held its annual meeting and 
awards ceremony on June 19.  New board members and offi-
cers were welcomed and installed and outgoing board mem-
ber Steve Musgrove was thanked for his term of service.  The 
officers for 2013-2014 are:

Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony 
             
From the  
              
Executive Director - 
      Jeanne 
Meikrantz

Tom Beckett, President of the Board of Directors, presents the Volun-
teer of the Year Award to Susan March.

Two new members are joining the board, both bringing 
significant legal expertise to the group.  Jessica Cicali and her 
husband, Anthony, live in Glenmoore with their four young 
children. Their family’s first experience with The Arc of Ches-
ter County was through early intervention for their daughter, 
Abigail, who has Angelman Syndrome and attends the First 
Step program at The Arc.  Jessica is Senior Counsel for Ricoh/
IKON Americas Corporation in Malvern where she has been 

employed for ten years.  Jes-
sica obtained both her J.D. 
from Temple University School 
of Law in 2009 and her B.A., 
magna cum laude, from Im-
maculata University in 2005 
while working full time, and 
is admitted to practice law in 
both Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey.  Jessica has been serving 
on the Audit and Compliance 
committee since last April.  

Connie Mohn, Directory of Advocacy Services, presents the Advocate 
of the Year award to Dr. Lisa Faranda

• Jessica Straghan, 
  President

• David Lee, 
First Vice President

• Rae Marsden, 
  Second Vice President

Dan Dwyer is an attorney at Unruh Turner Burke & Frees in 
West Chester PA and specializes in commercial litigation and 
government compliance issues. He received his J. D. degree 
from Temple University School of Law in 1997 and also re-
ceived a Master’s in government administration from the Fels 
Institute of Government at the University of Pennsylvania in 
2007.  He has lectured and published on issues related to both 
compliance with government regulations and officer liability 
in the for-profit and not-for-profit contexts.  Dan has served on 
the Audit and Compliance committee for The Arc of Chester 
County since the committee was formed.  He also represents 
The Arc of Chester County on The Arc Community Trust Board 
of Directors where he serves as the Secretary to the Board of 
Directors and chairs the Personnel committee.

The Awards ceremony is always a highlight of the evening 
as we honor those who have gone above and beyond in their 
contributions of time, energy and resources to The Arc.  Rec-
ognized for their dedication to The Arc of Chester County were 
the following:

President’s Award, presented by Tom Beckett to 
Agnes Chesko

Employer of the Year, presented by Carol Huyett, 
Director of Comprehensive Employment Services, to 

Giant Food Stores

Employee of the Year, presented to Leslie Roth

Volunteer of the Year, presented by Tom Beckett to 
Susan March

Advocate of the Year, presented by Connie Mohn, 
Director of Advocacy Services, to Dr. Lisa Faranda

Ruth Wood Philanthropic Achievement Award, 
presented by Tom Beckett to 

Amy Koegler and the Koegler Family

Lifetime Achievement Award, presented by Tom 
Beckett to Ruth Wood

Members of the Chesko family,  (front row from left to right), Agnes 
Chesko, Pat Chesko, Bobby Chesko, Nancy Chesko  (second row), Bill 
Chesko, Diane Chesko

• Anne Webster, Secretary

• Patrick Sullivan, Treasurer

• Immediate Past 
President, Tom Beckett

Amy Koegler (left) and her mother Joanne Koegler (right), recipients 
of the Ruth Wood Philanthropic Leadership Award, with Ruth Wood 
(center).
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Our Mission
To advocate, educate, and 
provide services to empower 
individuals with disabilities 
and their families to enhance 
the quality of their lives.

Affiliated with the United Way, The Arc of Pennsylvania, and The Arc of the United States

Board of Directors
Officers
Jessica Straghan- President
David Lee -  First Vice President
Rae Marsden - Second Vice President

Tom Beckett - Immediate Past President
Anne Webster - Secretary
Patrick Sullivan - Treasurer
Jeanne Meikrantz - Executive Director

New Preschool Program Announced
P.L.U.S….Preschool Learning for Understanding and Success
Drawing on its wealth of experience in the education of preschoolers, The Arc introduces a preschool program designed for a 

unique population of children.  While First Step currently serves children who have Individualized Education Plans in an inclusive 
setting, P.L.U.S. is designed for children who have had difficulty adjusting to a traditional preschool setting.  Anne Bernstein, Di-
rector of Early Intervention, said, “Often, children who struggle with sensory, behavioral or activity regulation challenges do not 
qualify for special education services, but are unable to function well with their peers in traditional preschools.  We aim to close 
that gap, by giving them the supports and coping strategies they need to succeed in a typical setting.”  The pre-academic cur-
riculum focuses on communication, social skills and play skills. With a highly trained staff of special educators and therapists who 
are well equipped to work with children of varying needs and a specially designed environment to facilitate motor development, 
The Arc already possesses the important components necessary to assure a unique therapeutic environment for children.   

The program is offered with a flexible schedule of two to five days per week, depending on the needs of the family.  The cost 
to attend is $50 per day, which includes music therapy and a free speech and occupational therapy assessment within the first 
two weeks.  Class sizes are small, with a five to one child to teacher ratio to ensure each child receives individualized attention. 
P.L.U.S. is for children aged three to five.

To learn more or to request an admission interview, contact Anne Bernstein, MSW/L at abernstein@arcofchestercounty.org or 
call 610-696-8090.

Members
Paul Cardell
Jessica Cicali
Dan Dwyer
Donald Faix 

Joyceann Husted
Amy Koegler   
Marie Lewis   
Ryan McAleese

Susan March
William Mullin
Stephen Potts 
 


