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Support The Arc 
by participating
in one of our 

Upcoming 
events...
Legislative Breakfast
Friday, May 1, 2015 @ The Arc: 
8:00 AM

The Arc Achievement Run, 
Walk and Fun Day
June 7, 2015 @ The Arc & West 
Goshen Community Park
Run Registration: 7:30 AM
5k & 10K Runs Begin: 8:00 AM
Fun Run: 8:15 AM
Walk & Fun Day Registration: 
11:00 AM
Walk Begins: 11:30 AM

Visit our website for 
updates to our events, 
arcofchestercounty.org
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The month of March is known as Intellec-
tual and Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month. What better way to honor individu-
als with disabilities but for The Arc of Chester 
County to participate in a community outreach 
event presented by The Pennsylvania Coalition 
Honoring People with Disabilities. The Arc of 
Chester County is participating in and coordi-
nating an exhibit about the history of people 
with disabilities, the struggles and triumphs 
they have endured in the past, and continue 
to confront on a daily basis today. The exhibit, 
a history of Pennhurst State School and Hospi-
tal, is a collaboration between the Pennhurst 
Memorial and Preservation Alliance, which 
includes individuals and their families who 
experienced Pennhurst first-hand, disability 
advocates, and community activists, and The 
Pennsylvania Coalition Honoring People with 
Disabilities. Funded by a grant from the Penn-
sylvania Developmental Disabilities Council 
and hosted by the Chester County Department 
of Mental Health/Intellectual and Developmen-
tal Disabilities, the display will be available to 

view at several public locations throughout the State this year. Pennhurst’s history has made a 
significant impact on the present education and community-based services offered in Pennsylva-
nia and across the nation for individuals with disabilities. For 83 years, Pennhurst was an institu-
tion located in southeastern Pennsylvania that housed thousands of individuals with intellectual 
and physical disabilities before it was ordered to close its doors. A section of the exhibit will be 
dedicated to telling the history of the rise and fall of Pennhurst State School and Hospital and will 
also share historical information about the oppression people with disabilities faced while living 
in institutions and what families and society did since the 1950s to change that. It also highlights 
current issues and struggles individuals with disabilities continue to encounter on an everyday 
basis and ways we can make a difference for them in our community. 

On March 19, 2015 join us at the Chester County Government Service Building located at 601 
Westtown Road in West Chester from 6:30pm - 8:00pm as we gather to honor individuals with 
disabilities for Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and view this educa-
tional and informative exhibit. The exhibit will also be open to the public and be on display from 
March 4, 2015 through April 14, 2015, at The Chester County Government Services Building. 
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Message from the President - Jessica Straghan
Dear Friends, 

Are you willing to leave a legacy 
to The Arc of Chester County? Dur-
ing the next 20 to 25 years, the 
Baby Boom Generation (people 
born between 1946-1964) is 
moving into their retirement 
years and the stage is being set 
for what many believe could be 
the greatest transfer of wealth in 
the United States’ history.  Much 

of this wealth will stay within families, but there will be a tre-
mendous number of assets that may be transferred to charities.     
In preparation for this upcoming shift, it is important that The 
Arc is positioned by having a legacy giving program in place.  

With precarious government funding and foundation funders 
restricting their charitable donations, The Arc must look for 
new ways to sustain their programs and services.  A legacy 
program can build a solid channel of sustainability support for 
The Arc’s future.

If you are looking towards your future and how you may 
help sustain The Arc for forthcoming generations of individuals 
and families served, consider adding The Arc of Chester County 
in your will or designating The Arc as one of your beneficiaries 
to your will, insurance policy or other investment. 

To learn more about leaving a legacy to The Arc of Chester 
County please visit our website for our new legacy giving page 
located in Ways to Give.

We would be honored to have you as an inaugural member 
of our Legacy Society.  It is never too late to have your legacy 
create a difference in someone’s life.

 
     Sincerely,

    Jessica Straghan   
    President

The Arc’s Music Therapy Program Reaches 
The Community 

The Arc of Chester County is excited to announce that Carin 
Beam, The Arc’s Board Certified Music Therapist has been pre-
sented an exciting opportunity to offer a group music therapy 
session at Bayard Rustin High School in West Chester.  This is a 
great opportunity for The Arc to connect with our community, 
increase community awareness and most importantly, help 
students with disabilities flourish.

Bayard Rustin High School was awarded a grant this year 
from the West Chester Education Foundation, an indepen-
dent non-profit organization whose mission is to supplement 
creative, meaningful, real-world experiences for students in the 
West Chester Area School District.  Due to funding cuts, par-
ticularly in music and art education in the school district, this 
grant allows the opportunity for these programs to be utilized 
in the school. This particular grant funding is to specifically be 
used by the high school to create a music therapy program 
and the remainder of the funds to continue their art therapy 
program.  Both of these programs have been proven to be suc-
cessful educationally, emotionally and artistically for students 
with disabilities.  

Music therapy sessions at Rustin High School are interactive 
group sessions with 8 to 10 students.  The class is structured 
around meeting the individual students’ social needs by al-
lowing them to express themselves through the art of playing 
music. Music therapy has proven to be effective in address-
ing development in cognitive, behavioral, physical, emotional 
and social skills.  Each session is measured and evaluated with 
group progress notes provided to ensure the social goals were 
met.  This is one of the many perks of what makes the mu-
sic therapy sessions unique compared to other group music 
therapy sessions offered.   

Cindy Lafferty, an Instructional Assistant at Rustin High 
School facilitated the grant and reached out to The Arc to cre-
ate this partnership.  “The students are benefitting greatly from 
the program.  Currently, I am in the process of writing another 
grant in hopes to continue our music therapy sessions” said 
Cindy. The music therapy class is considered a pilot program 
that will run for 15 weeks.  “Music is a phenomenal medium 
for learning and for creating lifelong interests. It is my hope 
and goal to continue a 
music therapy program 
not only in Rustin High 
School, but throughout 
the West Chester Area 
School District” states 
Cindy.  To learn more 
about procuring The 
Arc’s Music Therapy Ser-
vices please contact The 
Arc at 610-696-8090.    

For more information on our Legacy 
Giving you can also contact Debbie 
Shupp at 610-696-8090, 
dshupp@arcofchestercounty.org. 



Arc Employees Honored
On March 

27, 2015 Kristi 
Russell, an Arc 
Employment 
Training Spe-
cialist, will be 
receiving the 
MAX Service Ex-
cellence Award 
from Moving 
Agencies To-
ward Excellence 
(MAX) Asso-
ciations.  This 
award will be 
given at MAX’s 
annual confer-

ence and recognizes individuals who have done an exemplary 
job this past year.  MAX encourages nominating individuals 
who make teaching and learning life lessons more enjoyable 
and meaningful, whose positive attitude is an inspiration to 
others and consistently seeks ways to brighten the day, easing 
the stress of work and encouraging positive outcomes to those 
they serve. Kristi has all of these qualities and much more!  

Carol Huyett, The Arc’s Director of Comprehensive Employ-
ment Services, is continually receiving excellent reviews about 
Kristi from Arc program participants’ families she has worked 
with over the past five years.  One participant’s mother wrote 
in a review about Kristi’s service, “Kristi is fantastic!  She really 
cares about the people she helps.  She truly cares about her 
program participants and doing what is best to help them.  It is 
rare to find such dedication these days!”  The Arc is grateful to 
have Kristi and her positive impact on the lives of the individu-
als we serve.

Around The Arc

For the past three years, Chester County’s National Hunger 
and Homelessness Awareness Week begins its festivities by 
hosting a kickoff event highlighting their annual 2014 Com-
munity Campaign Awards.  This award ceremony recognizes 
individuals in Chester County community who are making a 
difference in the lives of hungry and homeless individuals liv-
ing in Chester County.  Each event throughout the week is to 
help raise awareness to the residents of Chester County to real-
ize the difficulties that hungry and homeless persons nationally 
and locally face daily and ways in which residents can help 
with the problem our community faces.

Tom Gatling, The Arc’s Housing Program Coordinator, was 
one of three recipients who were chosen to receive the 2014 
Community Campaign Award.  Tom was honored and recog-
nized for his efforts and work in advocating and supporting 
individuals who have been homeless in Chester County and 
helping them get back on their feet.  Tom works tirelessly to 
assist individuals with disabilities in gaining and maintaining 
permanent housing.  The Arc is extremely grateful for Tom, 
who never waivers or 
hesitates to go beyond 
the call of duty and go 
the extra mile to help 
end homelessness for 
each individual he helps.  
Tom truly is the embodi-
ment of an awardee 
as evidenced by his 
commitment he shows 
through his work every 
day at The Arc. 

Gary Wolfe, an Arc Comprehensive Em-
ployment Services  participant proudly 
displays his Walmart Day Associate of 
the Month award.

Kristi Russell, Employment Training Specialist, 
Amanda, Program Participant and Carol Huyett, 
Director of Comprehensive Employment Services 
(From Left to Right)

Joyce Bobbit, displays two of the many 
beautifully, handmade blankets donated 
to The Arc from Project Linus and dis-
tributed to over 200 children, adults and 
families served by The Arc.  

Tom Gatling, Arc Housing Program 
Coordinator, receiving the 2014 Com-
munity Champion Award  

Arc Recreation participants attended The 
Arc’s annual Valentine’s Day Dance. It was a 
full house and everyone enjoyed a night full 
of fun and dancing!



Invest in The Arc...
Every gift matters
There are many way to invest in The Arc.

• Gifts of all sizes are always accepted.

• Remember The Arc with a gift of stock which may benefit the 
donor as well as The Arc.

• Undesignated gifts allow The Arc to invest in the programs 
which have the most need.

• If donors have a personal connection to a certain program, gifts 
may be restricted to that program or service.

• Make an online donation through our secure website, www.
arcofchestercounty.org

• To help sustain The Arc for the needs of the future, think about 
leaving The Arc in your will. 

For more information contact the Development office at 610-696-
8090.

The Arc of Chester County Holiday Gift and 
Food Drive Supports Local Families

Spotlight On...Suzi Magee
Best wishes to Suzi Magee who began a new chapter in 

her life this past summer.  Suzi worked at The Arc of Chester 
County for over 22 years as the Director of Education Services 
for The Arc’s inclusive preschool for children with and without 
disabilities.  During her time here, she made a huge difference 
in the lives of young children and their families, along with be-
ing an inspirational director to her staff.

Suzi’s staff described her as someone who genuinely cared 
about staff, the children and their families. One of her many 
admirable qualities was how she interacted with people. No 
matter how busy her schedule, she always made a point to 
make time for everyone. Judy Glass, The Arc’s Director of Chil-
dren’s Early Learning Services/Programs defined Suzi’s genuine 
compassion as a gift she gave to her staff and those around 
her.  Judy noted, “She inspired me to continue with that com-
passion as she did with the children, their families I serve and 
staff I work with here at The Arc every day.”  

Jeanne Meikrantz, Executive Director said, “Having the op-
portunity to work with Suzi and be witness to her incredible 

kindness, gentle and 
caring nature, her com-
passion as well as her 
dedication to the mission 
of The Arc of Chester 
County and those she 
provided services to was 
a true honor and privi-
lege for me. She is won-
derful and an extraordi-
nary person!” 

Suzi was a loved staff 
member of The Arc 
of Chester County and 
we are so grateful for 
her many years of ser-
vice. Suzi will be greatly 
missed. From The Arc staff and Board of Directors, we 
wish Suzi the best in her future endeavors!    

Suzi Magee displays one of the beauti-
ful, handmade blankets donated to the 
Children’s Early Learning Services/Pro-
grams from Project Linus. 

Jessica Cicali, Arc Board Member and R. Nanette Marcus, Axalta, Inc. 
employees gathered and delivered gifts for The Arc’s Holiday Gift and 
Food Drive.  

The holiday spirit was felt by all at The Arc of Chester Coun-
ty.  Kicking-off the season with over 100 guests in attendance, 
The Arc’s annual Holiday Dance was a success. Not only did the 
participants have a wonderful time, they left with generously 
donated treat bags filled with festive home-baked goodies.  In 
addition, over 125 Arc individuals and families enjoyed the 
holidays with hundreds of toys, gifts, hand-made blankets, and 
food items donated from local business and organizations, 
including Axalta, Inc., LPL Financial-Rogers & Rogers, Valley 
Forge Chapter of Compassionate Friends, Project Linus, Arc 
friends and donors, The Arc’s staff, and Board of Directors. 

 “Holiday giving is an opportunity for The Arc to provide 
holiday joy to families who might not otherwise be able to 

enjoy this season without 
the help of their local 
community. Every year at 
this time, we receive hun-
dreds of toys and gifts 
from local non-profit, 
community organizations 
and businesses, staff, 
friends and Board Mem-
bers that allow us to be 
able to make this happen 
for so many individuals 
and their families,” said 
Jeanne Meikrantz, Execu-
tive Director of The Arc.  

The Arc of Chester 

County is thankful for all the support we receive, especially 
during the holiday season.  Because of your kindness and gen-
erosity, an abundance of holiday cheer was brought to many 
individuals with disabilities and their families.  Thank you for 
your continued support in making a difference  in the lives of 
those we serve!  



The Arc of Chester County’s fiscal year 2013-2014 Annual Report is available online!  Please visit our 
website at www.arcofchestercounty.org to view a PDF version of the publication.  If you are interested 
in having a printed version, please email info@arcofchestercounty.org requesting a copy along with 
your name and mailing address or call 610-696-8090.  

Thank you to everyone who supported The Arc of Chester County in FY 2013-2014!  Because of your 
generosity, you have touched the lives of 3,000 individuals and their families by providing support to 
much needed programs, services and giving individuals with disabilities the opportunity to live at a 
quality of life.  Thank you for achieving with us!

Dear Friends, 
March is a fitting month, espe-

cially this year, to honor individuals 
with disabilities for Intellectual & 
Developmental Disabilities Aware-
ness Month. While The Arc is 
planning to participate in several 

activities throughout the month, in the State Capitol our new 
Governor, Tom Wolf, begins the transition process and is pre-
paring for the first budget address on March 3, 2015. The Arc 
of Chester County is enthusiastic and optimistic at the poten-
tial for what the new Administration and budget may present. 
This is a unique opportunity that comes with the transition of 
a new Governor and Administration. It is an opportunity to 
educate new officials and to partner with them to address the 
needs and challenges faced by all individuals with disabilities 
and their families, as well as providers, like The Arc, to continue 
to ensure quality programs and services are available.

The Arc of Pennsylvania has been invited to be part of the 
Governor’s transition team, providing an important opportu-
nity to understand the new Administration’s position on serv-
ing individuals with disabilities and to talk about our highest 
concerns; funding for the Mental Health and Intellectual and 
Developmental Disability system, significantly reducing waiting 
lists for individuals and their families needing services, and pro-
viding a budget to sustain the current disability model of inclu-
sion and living in the community, rather than institutionaliza-
tion. Critical dollars are needed to work towards this model 
and ensure individuals are receiving the services and supports 
they need to live independently and be fully integrated in their 
communities. As a part of the transition team, we also look 
forward to working collaboratively with the Governor’s admin-
istration to do what is most needed to address funding and 
disability rights priorities and build collaborative relationships 
that work together to make measurable, impactful progress.

At the local level earlier this winter, The Arc of Chester 
County was honored to host new Chester County Pennsylvania 
State Representative, Harry Lewis for a visit at The Arc. We had 
the chance to show Representative Lewis The Arc in action as 
we toured the Children’s Early Learning preschool program 
and discussed recent funding challenges and the impacts to 
those we serve. We look forward to the opportunity to host 
newly elected Pennsylvania State Senator, Tom McGarrigle 
in the coming weeks and all of our legislators and elected                 
officials when they visit with us and we visit them in the com-
ing months.

From the Executive Director - Jeanne Meikrantz
As The Arc works with the new Governor, Administration, 

and our constituents to develop our legislative agenda for this 
year, we invite you to tell us your concerns; what message do 
you want to send to legislators? Tell us your story, your chal-
lenges, and what is most important to you in how our State 
government is addressing the needs of individuals with disabili-
ties and their families and the individuals we serve.

Lastly, in honoring individuals with disabilities this March 
during Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month, please consider viewing the History of Pennhurst State 
School and Hospital exhibit presented by The Pennsylvania 
Coalition Honoring People with Disabilities (see front cover for 
more details) and save the date for The Arc’s Annual Legislative 
Breakfast on Friday May 1, 2015 at 8:00 AM at The Arc. These 
two events are an opportunity to learn more about overcom-
ing the challenges individuals with disabilities and their families 
faced many years ago and to speak one-on-one with legislators 
about the challenges we continue to face today as well as the 
opportunities possible. Together we can work towards greater 
change and empower individuals with disabilities and their 
families to achieve their dreams and succeed.

I look forward to seeing you at these upcoming events this 
spring and thank you for your continued support of The Arc of 
Chester County.

  

    Sincerely, 

    
    Jeanne Meikrantz

Annual Report FY2013-2014 

The Arc welcomed 
State Representa-
tive Harry Lewis 
earlier this winter 
for a tour from 
Jeanne Meikrantz, The Arc’s Executive Director and Matt Holliday who 
participates on The Arc’s Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee.
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The Arc Achievement Walk, Run and Fun Day
Are you ready to be a part of The Arc’s biggest event of the year?  This year’s Arc Achievement Walk, Run 

and Fun Day will be held Sunday, June 7, 2015 and will consist of three different races, a 5k, 10k and Fun Run!  
This is a great opportunity for all fitness levels to participate in this fun-filled day of events; all while supporting 
individuals with disabilities, their families and The Arc of Chester County. 

The Arc of Chester County has partnered with the Chester County Running Store for a great running experi-
ence for all runners.  The 5k and 10k run will be a loop course starting and finishing at The Arc.  Both races will begin promptly at 8:OO AM.  
The Fun Run (0.8 miles) will follow, starting at 8:15 AM at the West Goshen Community Park, just a few steps away from The Arc.  All of the 
races will use disposable MyLaps Bibtag system which ensures quick and accurate race results.  Awards will be given to the top six age-graded 
results; age grading is a way of putting all race participants on a level playing field regardless of age and gender.  

Not a runner?  Come enjoy the Fun Walk (0.8 mile) with your family and friends and complete a lap around the West Goshen Community 
Park’s walking trail at 11:30 AM.  Following the walk will be the annual Fun Day with many activities for all ages to enjoy.  

Whether you choose to run, walk, or just come to enjoy the Fun Day activities, your 
support will benefit The Arc of Chester County and those we serve.  You can even create 
your own team and/or individual fundraising webpage to send to your family, friends and 
coworkers encouraging their support.  Your participation helps support The Arc’s programs 
and services offered to individuals with disabilities and their families.  

We are seeking sponsors who may be interested in sponsoring the event.  The Arc offers 
several sponsorships levels which include prominent name recognition before, during and 
after the event along with complimentary tickets to attend the event.  

For more information or to register to attend The Arc Achievement Walk, Run and Fun 
Day, visit our website at www.arcofchestercounty.org or contact Amanda Allan at 610-
696-8090.  We are looking forward to seeing you all there!  

The Arc of Chester County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization - donations to which are tax deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law. The official registration and financial information of The Arc of Chester 
County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Board of Directors FY 2014-2015
Officers
Jessica Straghan - President
David G. Lee - First Vice President
Paul Cardell - Second Vice President
Rae D. Marsden - Treasurer

Jessica Cicali - Secretary
Tom Beckett - Immediate Past President 
Jeanne Meikrantz - Executive Director 

Members
Dan Dwyer 
Donald Faix
Joyceann Husted
Joseph Kelleher

Marie Lewis 
Matthew Lewis 
Susan March
Ryan McAleese

Stephen Potts
Patrick Sullivan
Anne G. Webster

Title Sponsor

Presented by
WSFS Bank


